* . 4 


"Ge you into all ‘the world, pews to the wholecreation:—he whe ho be 
and he who believeth ot shall be condemned. 
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CINCINNATI, MAKCH 


sina, rave no Scriptura! evidenre that they have received ‘the gift of the Holy Spirit," 
except hy an appeal to their feelings and experiences, can they have any solid erie 


Answer. Ohristigns whe live net baptized for the remisnion of their sine? 
‘ent who ever read of such christ .ns.in God's word? but the times are peculiar, 
and as faith does purify the beart, and repentance does purify the tie ofa man, and 
‘the man of pure life and pure heart wa accepted of God and may receive the 8,,irit, there, 
not heen baptized for the remission of their siug! 

*W ratevi. jeaces, than, have they “hem. 
the Spirit } None but the moral graces which haye already been quote:l, viz: love, joy, 
&c.;. they. don't nees depend upau an opin'on; they feel within themselves and show 


thet thay lage made pertakers of be 
| "But itl pot, she words:jn-the question, via: 
an opimion ; for ng man discerns fairly and to.all intents and purposes, that they 
kingdom of God is righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit yntil is a 
taker of the Holy Spirit: 
| 7.—' Does not every mian,'who declares he has received the gift of the He- 
‘all fear of death ie | 
Anawrr, Ifa man should say, ‘san fenr cfideath 
ceived the Holy Spirit’ then I should understand him to appeal to feeling in evidenee, ! 
: —but if after obeying the gospel, he should gay, ‘all fear of death is removed: and step | 
| : thik hin speaking in reference to the reception of the Spirit of Christ, 
but in reference to the-denth end resurrection of Christ, the iets in oyr 
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removed at the general resurrection when dcath, the enemy, shall le totally des- 


fear of death be not removed frum the minds Of helibwden, by the sift of the Spirit, bat 
resurrection of Clrist, who lives 10 deliver us frou the power of death at. 


(Genera! resurrection. 
There are wo things to he corsidered in the p-atier of denth—-the fear of it and the 


" pewer of it, Now the first 0: them, viz: the fear of death, is removed by faith in 


the resurrection when we obey the gospel of Ch, ist: ard the Ins!, viz: the poweref it 


troved. If therefore a ma, whe lado! eyed the corpel, s: culd tone, ‘all fear of 
death is removed,’ I should vot understend him 10 speak in reference to tle gitt of the 
spirit at al’, tut im reference to the glorious fact, that ‘ now is Christ ar sen from the d 


dead and | the firstfruits of them ti at slept towever ifany man s! ould eppeay 
to fear in evidence, I should think Le there! y appealed to feeling or, as pl. i sopher Co- 


Does the religion of Jesus Christ, as by us. consist. 
know:edge,or in the right state of the | eart. im the morat tins of the 


It cousists in both Of them and more too: know'edge would use'ess ite 
did not give a mora! bias to the soul, and as a moral biax of the soul would te equally 
did not discover itself in a and relivious life, therefore t! e religion, 
approve, the true religion, the religion of the heart, t! e christian religion is one ti at lets 


me first know what is good; do what is good ; Glory 


OTE. | 


put to press, per aceide t, without being corrected. Inetead of ‘ it is of prophetic dic. 
tion,” 10th line, the reader will please read ‘ft is of tle nature of prop! etic diction : 
instead of ‘aécrued,” line 14, rend ocurred; instead of ‘or of fire, re das of 
instead of * which wns the work to te ai swered,’ line read to le an- 
sWeted; ‘instead of en pneu wati read en pneumati hegio;’ for we heave 
a variety of familiar, line £9, read simi/ar; afier the word * greater’ in line 56 add the 
word number. In line 67 for * exception’ read reception” m lire 75 after ‘tle prom 
ise of the Spirit." add, because it is promised; and after this add, it ie ca'led the mixis 
tration of the Spirit because ;—in line 97 tor ‘ purifying,’ read figuratively: in the nex — 
line after ‘ chos,’ add as; in line 1C5 for remirsion,’ ministration; inetwad of ‘versed 
line 107 read ‘viewed; im tine 120 for * proniised,” and for “pronto 


y 


sal, hat it. must, at the same the; be allowed to he wonderfully extensive’; ‘and in come 
of the most striking features in both systeas, it is absolutely perfect It obtaiue in the 
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tantly before ths eyes the dexideratum, however, is 10 
these riveiptes as to apply em eit surial purporcs: the magnetic influence, erav- 
Htation, e'ective affinity, e'ertrrity, cam, have all and put forth their dis- 
tinetive evervies since tle world lean; ad since the world | cgar, n.en Lave o! sery- 
‘od them and spo’en a’ out tiem, tut while tle ancients nuticed tl ese influences, the 
honor of -uhordinating them to the useful purjrses of life, is unquesiionably due exrlu- 
sively te the n oderns. 

In re izion, a‘l the matters of faith, the Holy Spirit, remission, baptism, repentance, 
the ay a. ong tle sects in the greatest possi le dirorder and confa- 
ard consequently wi<srepresented by a ‘mos! every person, who 
spoke a'-out 1! ew, or they were talked of hy Reformers, only ax ma'ters on which the 
world were yery much astray; (le restor tion of the Anrient Gospel, th en, has civen 
correct eerintu al order or arrangewent to these thines, and applied them in prac tice, 
a you have seen, to their proper re ‘igious purposes: U anks |e to God our Eaviour! | 

Fir, you have ‘ong ago o' erved. that those, wl now proc!aim the gospel in tle lerme 
of ite o igina! e-uncia ion, are in the uniform p actice of making an immediate draught 


apon the taith of the audience i.e. after the gospel bus heen stated, preached, proriaim — 


ed, or exp'alned as the case may be; itist en enquired, ifany present believe the creat 
fact, and are prepared to oy it, an invitayion at the same time being given to suchif 
there ‘e any.to come forth from among the peop!e and confess the Lord, that their sing 
may 'e pardoned, and that thes may receive the Holy Spirit. 

_ Nev; sic, of all the things which distincuished the a-tnal reappearance of the origh- 
nal cos wi, the simp'e prac ice of ma‘ ing an immediate draught upon the faith of the 
audi the most surprised and confused those who leheld it; to ar-ue for a premp 
acceptation of the remission of sins on the p'an of the ancient guspel. and to urge ap 
immed:ate edience to the divine mmjunctio:, seemed tu them most extraordinary and 
@angerous: extraordinary,' ecaure ry ad not witnessed it | efore; der gerous, because 
they euprored, that in this way, ‘all recuesin society might get religion,” as they ex- 
pressed: frends and the persons also who had chose» me to labour in the churches, 
were iarusted,and many as will! eseeny-ven broke off f: cm the association 


@nacconnt of it. But it is now seen with high satis‘action, that not only remission and | 


the Huly Sprit are now proclaimed by many, whe fornerly laboured among tle bap- 
tiste, Christians, Univerealists, Met) &c., tut this very practice a'so of making 
‘@ draught upon the congregation for ol edience, has been adopted by perhaps all, whe 
right'y unders'and tle ancient gospel. 

You wi'l see then, dear sir, that not only the direct exhibition and app'ication of the 


ancient rospel, ut the * primitice mode was introduced and 
tle period refered ta. 


thie apre'alie wade ut wed separating Mr Camptell writes 


from New fullows: 


stating the ancient cos,el, and insisting upen it: aad then by putting tle question gen- 
erally and partiru‘arly 'o males and fen.a'es and young. Will you come to Ci.igat 
and he baptized fo: remission of our sine and the gift of the Holy Spirit? dont you 
believe this tessed Guepel 2 Then eomeaway &c. $c. This elicits a peraonal couver- 
gation, sowe countess faih in the wetimony, beg time to think; others consent. give 
their | to 'e ‘aptized ax goon as convenient; others debate the matter friendly ; 
some go Straight 'o the water be it day er wet and upon the whyle noue appear of, 


ton, inasuuch vs it is the un-cphisticated expreasion of the sentiments of one whe de- 
clared wiat he heard, and testified what he raw; and who, on these accounts, and be- 


cause of his competence to put a just estiniate 


review before him, a:ast, in the judgment of all, eentitied to high regard. 
_Pirect exhibition: Perhaps, sit, you the import of the word direst 


Competting men to become chi lstians, 
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in the extract. Mr Camp? had tn bia cktetient 
tite of ‘ Essay the proper and primary i flus'cé of the gospel,a'd its proper and 
diate effects; and brother Atexaniler, thé in the present famone Reforiva- 
hai the things in dehate with MrCa la. Tt way be suriposed then, 
it was in al'nsion fo thes feet exhihitions of the goapel in Mr 
called what was accomplished in @ Lirect exhi'ition of it; at this tine is 


was presented directly to the people, whose duty it was to rereive tt for its propér 


ar’dn, the Foty Epirit, $c. 

Practically exhibited: Tl ave since 1827, seen some people exhitit the 
but pot practically, so that there ie a di between the meaning of these two 
‘Words. Fome people, dec'are the emphatically and cleaty, ‘ut they stop 


the Petievers? nay, they even to quire whether thete 
be any present wh believe and wish to the gospel! such ere are like fish 
ermeh,wi:o fear to draw the net text they shou'd catch some bad ones’ or xporlemen. 
Who shoot down game and fearto put It in their baz text it shon'd nor he dead enonzh, 
hace S presun‘ed then the word practically ix used in contrast With the word th? 
found in the *etinning of the extract where Mr. Camphell to bie son * percen 
that theory and practice in relivion, as well as in other things, are matte te of digtines 
consideration.’ Tt certain at all events, thal the extraordinary power of the ancient 


ite striking dissin iarity to every other thing he'd fortn in tha professing wur'd ; 


the rum'er of converts; the great and astonishment excléed with ovher 
singolaritiee, which either avrompanied or flewed from its deve'opnient, a“orded my 


| exretient Father a fair oportunity of discerning the immense diiference Tetween 2 


eal ex! ition of the gospel and a theoretical one. 

baa been ofgerved that the matters relative to the Fefore us, may be rede. 
eed under the head of two general propositions, but it should have been three. 
‘Jet. T res'oration of the goape! in 

The things epoken and published before that period. 

dra. The rhings refative toit which have occurred sitire, 

Mearwhite it wast! ought good to asrertain what were whe were 
réekoned new and importart by those wio saw them and have embraced and spoken | 
then, viz: a direct and pruetical exhi'ition of the goxpel for its 


and the aposiolic mode of accepting and seyarn'ing disciples. 
With 


P. 8. The ancient gospel ia most eloquent, sir, and makes eit converte preark. 
erd =In the northern part of thisstate a disriplein one of the new churches bed an ap- 


pointment and preached. A man enquired, whence came the preacher: the answer 
was, from Deerfield. A second preached, and the same question and the same answer 


were made. <A third aid perlans’ a foufth held rth ih the seine piace, ad the 
tithe question was put hy the same person. ‘ Where do you come from, sir?’ from 


Was the answer. The wit: sutpriséd, exclaimed Deerfield! Why pray, haw 


@any preachers have you in Deetfieid? Sixty, sai! the brother; why then you must all 
_Leptenchers in Deerfield? yes, sir, reply all oar members are preachers either 
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ifitroddction to his seven Essaysou the of Extra Harbiiiger, and my 
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Sampson with theg ites of Gaza, shouldered the f>andation stone of the ¢ sie 
which the Almighty Zion, and home it lespite of heaven, in triurhph 
to eternity, returns from his vast round of travel an‘, lumen ademptum, poun- 
ces the mission of the Spirit to the church wip the fury of @ Polyphemus, 
bellowing amain, *dannable heresy ;? ‘how are we to gét the devil out ;? *enter 
the romb of water the ‘pirit of the de il a'ong you; ‘deat fait? ‘new 
light; *regeneration and the ‘devil? again! Dear Doctor, Lery your mercy? 
Do, | pray you, when you write, recollect the verse of the 
ter in modo et fortiter in Te}? soft words and hard arguments 
"A body with rit a spirit? In the discourse, it is shewn, that the churel or 
figuratively, the botly of Christ, was formed b>fore the Spirit was sent into it: — 
this the Doctor boggles at, and exelpims with a note of aimiration, a body 
without the Sjtrit! My dear Doctor, why a note of exclamation here? Why — 


‘pape? Why strain the jaw bone of an ass on so ordinary an occasion? Ts a 
‘body without'a Spirit a rare sight? not all bodies in the fitst instance 


out spirits? And are they not all at last without spirits? What was Adat, 
before his Creator breathed into hin the breath of life? Was he not a body 


without Spirit? And what was the church of Christ before the day of Pen- . 


tecost—before the Spirit came to her? Was she alive—did she discharge the 
functions of a living institution as she did on that day and afterwards— did she 
administer ordinances, or remission, or the Holy Spirit—did she convert ‘the 


world? To besure not, she did nove of all those things, and be assured, “ir, 


that if the proposition vou fight against, involve no greater absurdity than that of 
Wbo'ly finned ‘before the spirit fills it, the fact, for propriety, wit) pass current 
‘enoug’ iv all the markets of commons sense in christendom ; Lut when you, 
‘Doctor, tell ‘the world to wait for specia), peculiar, and premouitory imfvences 
of that spirit, which belongs to the church, the body of Christ, do you not coun- 
tenanee the anomaly —the unnatural idea of a spirit transcending the limits: of 
its own proper body ; as if the Holy Spirit of A should or-could quit its proper 
and ascend into the unholy body of BY 
racing the was not ie it: I should bavesexpected the Doctor to 


: -be more of a physiologist than to ask such a question: wat spirit:forins its own 


woody? Dit the Doctor's Spirit foray its Spitite may form bodies; 
pthis is a knutty question in physiology, which I leave to others to sdive; but no 


"aman hasever yet been heard say, ‘that a spirit forms its own body. . Aud-so-of- 
othe church of Christ; it was formed not by its spirit; bat for its spirit, which 
Carer. 


‘born of the Spiri' ;? ‘no man can say that Jesus ‘ix the 
Bord but by te Holy Spirit new ‘heart will I giv you, and néw'spiri 
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serve this hist It not like himself, of giving a new 
to a man before he has a new heart to ptt it in:—it does not read, [ will give you 
spirit and put in you a new: hearts—no, no; modem theology has the 
honor of engendering this-agomaly. ‘The Scripture is always in goo keeping 
with common sense, and, therefore, proposes the formation of a new heart, and 
afterwards the giftof the “pirit: new heart, Doctor, will I give you,’ ‘and? 
then ‘a new spiritwill I pst within you? and with this promise agrees every con- 
version recorded iu the New Testament. (io1 first changes the heart by faith, 
and then grants the, Holy Spirit. Acts 2 chap., chap, \iehap.,&e. 

Nd mar‘ar, say trat Jesus is Lord but by the Holy Spirit. Well; Doc- 
tor, [ belie e this with all my heart; and, I dare say so do you: but what is — 
the state of the case? Is it by or external opera‘iens, a wan says, 
‘Jesus is the Lord2?? You say internal; I say external. Now for facts: the 
first min who called Jesus Lord publicly, was John the Baptist, who declared 
he knew and visible the Spirit pointed 
out. | 

same said unto me, ‘Upon whom thou shalt see the Spint descending and 
renmining on him, the sime is he that brptizeth with the Holy Spirit; aud 4 3 
saw auc bare recotd that the Son of God.’ . 


to Join come the Ap rsiles. How did they wes the 


~ Paul informs us it was by his resurrection from the dead; ‘dec.are:| to be the 


Son of Gol, sxys he, with power, acc r-ling to the Spirit of holiness, by the re- 
surrection from the deal.’ The faiti of the Apostles then was derived from 
the operation of God in ralsing Jesus from tho dead; but God did this great 
miracie by his Spirit: ‘quickened by the Spirit,’ says Peter. The Spirit was” 
not in the Apostles to pro luce faith; he wasin the body of Jesus raising him 
from the dead, and having showed him to them, and they having eaten and 
drank with hin, and hin‘iled him, balieve!; and fifty days after received the 
Spirit, not to make them say that Jesus was Christ, but because they had al-— 
ready by this external demonstration believed and said he was the ( hrist. 


 Nert to tre Apostles come the cruches. How did -they call Jesus Lord? 
Just by the exterual opsrations and diving influence of the Spirit. Take the 
church.of Jerusalem: the 12) relieved on him because they saw him after his 
resurrection, so also with 500 brethven : the ‘sinners addressed by | eter o:. the day 
of Peutecost, had his resurreetion proposed to them along with the proof of his 
~ Messiahship, and be.ng told he had arisen from the dead, the speaker finished 
by saying, ‘Let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God has made this 
same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ :’ and so also of the. 
churches of Samaria, and, Doctor, if you would know why I say, ‘Jesus is 
Lordy I answer,, because the Spirit has demonstrated it to me by raising him 
from the dead. ; 
_ Born of the Spirit! Why this hydraphobia Doctor? It used to be blessed 
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but ‘modern heterodozy,’ as say, has tuned overa wow teal, oras I woukd 
say, torn oue out, 


Docim, let me give you a little instruction on the sae of critisism, for I 
perceive you are very ignorant of this matter. In every piece cf reasoni 
the proposition is to be considere:| in reference to the whole argument: this 
have not done in you critic. The proof is to be considered in relation to the 
thing to be prove: this also you have not done. If there b2 an inference, it 
must he considered in reference to the premises from which it is detuced'> this 


 fikewise you hive not done, And, if there re an iustration, it must be viewed 
‘in reference to the purpose for which it is brought forward: this you ha-e not 


done. Aird, Doctor, observe in proving any thing, make-tse of facts, if you 
can obtain them; and never fly from facts and literal passages of Scripture to 
party dogmas and figurative pissages. ‘This will only pro e your own weak- 
ness, and perhaps puzzle the gnorant «nd unleimed; but be assure that what 
is not true infact, cannot be true in figure, Bo-n- of tae Sririt, miy, it may 
not mean what you and | think it means; but in regard to the facts w' ich I 
have cite ! you concerning John, an! the Apostles, an! the churches both Jew- 
ish and Gentile, there can be ouly onesentiment among men of sense. 

» The devil war in the p»p'e.. ‘The Doctor thinks, that according to my dis- 
course, ‘you must enter int» the womb of waters, the spi it of the deril along 
with you of course. He it. fot expelied until yru come out of the bath of 

ration.’ ‘The Doctor, again, ‘how a e the p*p'e to get the :pirit of the 
devii out? Doctor, if you take a whbe and fill it with aa iron rod, but wish 
afterwa:ds to fill it with a leaden one, you can push the iron rod out by pushing 
the leaden one in, for it isa maxin iv p»ysics, that two pieces of mattercan 
occupy the sime pla:e ai the same time.’ But, Doctor, this is not a law in 
spirituals; the spirit of the devil is not pushed out by pushing the Spirit of 
God in: yet this is just the gross doctrine you tach. But he Scripture tells 
us that he cast out tne spirits with his word; yes, Doctor, the spirit of the devil, . 
and of the world, and of the flesh, is cast out of the heart of man by the 
word of Gol; and this way is it p.epared by faith in the Redemer for the 


bath of regeneration, aud the renewing of the ely Spirit. 


‘SACRED COLLOQUY. 
The company, consisting of numerous brethren, met agreeably to appoint 
ment at Harden house this evenirg, to hear the zealous advscate of the Ap- 
cient Gospel, Mr. Stansbury, define from Scripture the great tcrms of the 
heavenly message of saving health to man; but before he opened his-mo: th to 


instruct them, it was proposed by some who were in the secret, that Mary 
should sing'to the harp a single stanza composed by her brother John for the 
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That ones on Harden's breezy ‘owers; 

The tiving seenes her vales adorn, 

Are aweeét, a ewert her evening hours; 

fae the heavenly powers 


of “cripture, that the gospel coniains an Hlumination, a reforniation,a tram 
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lation, salvation, sxnctification, glorification, a regeneration, a quickening, @ 
mew birth, an adoption, election, reconciliation, &¢., &c.; and shrough the 
«medium of these well known figures, for all these words are used figuratively ia 
_ @atistianity, should the proclaumer be able to hold upthe. 


‘the Holy “pirit, and the resurrection, are the most necessary to be known, be 
‘eauise without a knowledge of them, the blessings of the gospe! can uveither be 
understood nor received: but nothing can be more essentially necessary thane 
- definition of faith, inasmuch as the Apostle says, that ‘without faith it is.im- 
poisible to pleace God: all that is 


Qa. How is to be obtained? 
3d. W hat is the use of it? eT ee 


Ast. What is faith? In-regard to a definition of faith, or in answering the 
question, ‘What is faith?’ I shall adopt the plan pursued at the restoration of 
writes, Heb. 1! chap., I verse; 


‘Now faith isthe of things for, the evidence 
_of things not seen.” | 


from it for the sake of aughtsaid by man. 

Here, for the tirst time in Mr. Locke’s parlour, the lightening of Mis Se 
~ Jarge, black eye, flashed in such manners to excite a slight alarm in those who 
beheld it; but the alarm was doubled when he added,—Brethren, on this defi- 
nition I rake my stand, and all tie men on earth, all the devils in hell, and al) 
the angels in heaven, shall not force me from my ground; this is the word of 


‘Almighty God on the most important point, the songs 


his feeling in Mr. §. instantly lighted up a similar warmth in Mr: 


a seraph. 
| 
‘on account of bis attachment to the definition of faith found in the cavgehingiil 
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felthim-elf with many others incuipated by the stern and extradidinary eayings 
and impre-ations of Mr. Stansbury. Ue therefore answere |, or rather muttered, 
Mr. Stansbury, [ am not convince. |, that in the present instance you have pro- 
portioned the punishinent to the offence: the: lefinition submitted mm thé Assem- 
‘bly’s Catachism has heen. much ; and ‘coals of juniper!— 

To Hades with the abortion! replied aa/l the whole 


tine! tanéously started to their feet. 

«The good Mr. Locke half confused, begged the company would resume ole 
seats, and accept an explanation, which said he, J am sure Mr. aed, will 
be forward to submit to you upon the sor. 
Brethren, instantly replied Stansbury with the of a 1 
offended; my language is exceptionable; tt while | confess this much, aad 
and supplicate your pardon, [ will not conceal my ilim:table astonishment, 


. that Mr. °%. should mouth the catechism in an enquiry of so fundamental a 


ature as the one in which we are engage: what is the catechisin, and what is 
its authority? who formed it, aud what are its claims upon the sons of God, 
tat its name should be even once mentioned an the company of the saints? I 
have plead Presbytenanism, but reject it with ail its pretentions to divinity. 
The bible; my breth:en, the bible 1s its ows interp-eter, and ackno viedges de 
pendance ov no other oracle fora defniton of the principles which it inculeates 
upon the sons of men. I know the Westminster Assembly have asked the 
question *\Vhat is faith? but what is their answer? Why that faitn in Jesus 
Christ ‘is @ saving grace, &c. Now, mark the religious insolence and profan- 
ity of these theulogves; despite of heaven! despite of tne Apostolic definition 
laying right before their eyes in he |' chap. of the Hebrews; they unhesita~ 
tingly presume to drill out a definition for theinsel. es, and -in their own party 


phraseo'ogy say, that faith isa@! No, says the Apostle instautly, faith i+ the; 


No, rep'y the theologues ; faith is a saring!! you are wrong, responds Maul; 
faith ts the confidence; no, answers the catechists; faith — peer 
ert, the Apostle. 


‘Fai ‘h is sibstance of for, the evideace of 
seen.” 


if there be any tea, 
or appaient difficul*y or obscurity in one or any or all of ‘its ternws, I am pre 
pared ‘with you to investigate, explain, or illustrate; but to depart from it as an 
‘agcouit Of faith inferior to seme other one given by a Creek, Roman, or Protes 
tant critic, commentator or ussembly’ of divines, in either creed, catechism, 
confession, rubrick or manual, is what I cannot, will not, dare not de. IT feel 


we are touching the bulwarks of the Christian institution, and, thetefore, if we 
. Would .determiue their height, and depth, and length, and breadth, it must be 
‘With the reed—tne divine reed of the Word of God: eyes ae 
fal measure, and belo..gs notto the true sanctuary, | 
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: ‘out faith it was impossible to please God, the question, * What is faith?” was 


Me. Si. and it was agreed on by all, that, with 


@uprem2' momentous, ant deman: ded ad finition from the highest sources. of 
euthority—from the binle, fom no other book but the b.ble. | 

Some one from among the co-npany said, he would take the liberty to enquire, 
whether Mr. t. could afford hia aiy light upoi the etomology of the word, 
faith, apart tom the Apustolic definition with it iu the 
1) chap. of the Hebrews. 

Mr, “t. said, th» ktemology of the wore we the present instance of little 
‘eulue, but faith derived its pecligree from the Latin word fides; and this again 
in the iioman language, was the representative of the Greek wonl cmc: 80 


| we havé-in Greek pistis, in fides, aul in Englsh faith, 


asked by another, whether King Jame.’ translater. had bern uniform 


Jn auswer, Mr. S. ead had still there are tit- 
ceptions: as where Paul says to tne ‘Thessilonians, 2 epistle, 2 chap., 13 v., 
that (io) had chosen them through sanctification of the Spirit’ and pistis tes 
eletheias—belief of the truth. So that pislis is rendered by the trauslators of 
the New Testament by both faith and belief; and it isa fact, thar pisteuo, the 
verb from which comes, is rendered into 
believing, believed, &e 

If then, said one, faith is belief as appears from Scripture, I would greatly 
prefer tohave Mr. St. make use of this last word in what he may hereafter say 


belief is the confieace of things hoped evilence 
of things not seen ” 


ay 


whether the Aponte mote i eer oon 
of religious belie/ in particular. 

Inianswer, Mr. S. observed, that the 
which the difinition of faith was found, was wholly religious im its nature; and 
was, as ail present understoud, penned for the purpose of animating the profes 
sors of christianity among the Jews, to persevere in the faith of Jesus, and mt 
to be seduced or forced into apostacy by the false reasonings and cruel persecu-_ 
tions lighted up against them in Judea and elsewhere by their infidel brethren. 

And sure uothing could better secure their steadfastness in the faith than the 
iilustnous examples of their venerable and royal ancestors to their re- 
collection by the Apostle in this chapter; to see these noble ancients raising 
themselves aloft upon their faith in the God that is invisible, and warring like 
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Watts’ hymn beginning with ‘Come ye that love the Lord,’ is doubtless one 
‘of the finest in the English language. 


It ie said, that a poor Jitile boy in the neighborhood of Chathvm, who had 
bees bollnd an apprentice toa chimney sweeper, attended a Sabbath-* chool,. 
where he received instruction’ which finally took effect upon his vouthful mind. 
Being one day sent to sweep a chimney, instead of the divmal noise usually 
madé on such an uceasion, he was heard in the chimney to chant with sweetest 


te Jewish Rabbies have a saying, that two men sitting in the synagogue, ~ 
and not speaking of the law, are fools, or brutes, ‘or something else equally ex- 
pressive of their abhorrence of such conduct! What would be their judgement: 
of ‘our ‘protestant assemblies, where the entire audience sit an hour in a state 
of obmutescence and gloom waiting for the preacher; or, if any of. them have 
attained to greater freeiom and liberty, spend the time preceeding the worship 
heaven. 
heagd polities, merchandize, Kc. 


wo young ladies of quality: one day as she sat with them in the parlour, their 


“The sorrows of the mind be tanished from tits place.” 


ent fear in. meeting of the Saints, 


| insbury, said Mr. the difinition, suc 
as confidence, thing: heped for, evidence, +9, which 
ceive merit all attention in the present enquiry. 

Mr. St. replie:|, the comp wy he presumed, would concur 
éaquiry how was not, what is faith? but what is the import of those terms 
which are found in the heavenly and in:p.red definition of that rere as 


SUNDRIES. 


Is due unto the Lord ; 


“And He by all about him should 
be 
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a young man of the wor'd mueh 
familiarity to which the pauper was actmined. the sisters observed thie 
feeling, in her Brother, and said, be not is 


+ How beautiful! a fact, if “cripture means what d 
are acmitted into the Royal family heaven, the of sous: and‘ 


¥ 
Fi wig 


hay nt thei week, <The ance of tha day as ever bad Joined 


4 ~ 


» 
+ of the week.” 


Gieiit, he sit first listened to him aitenti- ely, and then interrf:pted him : Ts there 


a 


— 


‘ister. 

do not ask that sini.e:s may be enabled yo repent, for they are able enough al- 
ready, but that they may be made w iling. Another said: ‘Sinners sanctify 
themselves; God dont do it fir them.’ ‘Sinners.can do all God: requires.of 
them, without the aid of the Holy *pirit; itis a great disgrace to sinners.ta..be 
dependant on the Holy Spirit; they ought to be ashamed of it: ——— 
tery in the operation « f the Holy Spirit, itis all qs planasday.” 

‘The author of the piece says, this style of talking bien 
woman, «ho, in Grossing a stréam, ejaculated in the midst of her fears, Gude 
safe me, (sude safe me,’ but getting in safety to the opposite bank concluded by 
saying: * He need na fash now 5 Atsuo sae deep hut Lean weel get over mysel, 


; "The above presents us with thee parties, the Newlight Presbyterians, the 
Scotch woman, who, we really think, was the 
wisest of the three, and, afier all that js of her, leas afraid of the water sban 
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‘One of our proclaimers, ashe raised a female up out of the water in baptism, 
beheld a huge stick, about six feet in length , extended over his head: the.person, 
who held it, cried with a loud voice, ‘let that woman go;’ ee 
she is losed from her sins, and may go.’ 7 


» 


_ As Mr.. Bently argued for obedience one evening in Hubbert after his dis- 
Course & young man approached and confessed the Lord Jesus; when instant- 
ly an elderly lady arose and said: ‘ Glory to God! that is my son; I bless God 
it was ever said, ‘ thé Scriptures mean what they say.” When a popular profes- 
sor of religion said: ‘she believed it was all the Spirit of the Devil; the same 
lady answered, ‘ it was the sweetest Devil she ever tasted.’ 

mission of his sins; the = Tagan w 


ho was a presbyterian, asked, ‘ whether he 
would have him to be baptized contrary to his conscience ;’ the brother replied 


contrary to your conscience!’ ‘Were you Mr, T. baptized contrary to your 
conscience ?? was the next question , ‘Yes,’ replied Mr. ‘I’. instantly, ‘my con- 
science told me sprinkling would do; but the word of God said, ‘ Be baptized 
for the remission of your sins;’ and I thought 1t better.to tear my conscience than » 
tear a leaf out of the bible! This mihister was so affected by the Ancient Gos- 
pel as. finally to leose his place on account of it. The fear of man made him, 
that he dared not preach the Original Gospel; and the fear of God made him, 
that he dared not preach any other ggspel. 


A revolutionary colonel of 84 years of age stood up one day in the midst of 
the congregation, and pointing with his finger to the parable of the labourers in the 
vineyard, said to the proclaimer, ‘Sir, shall I receive a penny; it is the eley- 
enth hour?’ The proclaimer answered, ‘The Lord commands it, and you shall 
receive a penny!’ ‘The audience was greatly affected, and the venerable soldier 


. A poor woman was once very much affected with a discourse on the use of 
: dishonest weights and measures. The next day, when the minister, according 
: to custom, went among his hearers, and called upon the woman, he took occa- 
-sion to ask whether she recollected any of the sermon. ‘The poor woman com- 
But one thing,’ said she, ‘I remember, I remembered to burn my bushel.’ 
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‘this is the way to the pit.’ 


Captain A., who will probably read this, going for the first time to listen to 
one of the Reformers—on his way lay down by a small run to Jap a little of its 
waters; when it jumpt into his mind, ‘how extravagant for this preacher, whom 
I am going to hear, tospeak of men’s obtaining the remission of sins in baptism.” 
The Captain, however, was himself baptised that same day for the remission of 
‘his sins with ten more, who had probably thought, just as erroneously of the 
matter as himself. He is now a successful proclaimer of the Ancient Gospel. 


Scott, in his ‘Christian Life,’ speaking of sinners going to heaven, quaintly 
says, ‘They would find themselves like pigs in a drawing-room.’. 
One of the proclaimers of the Reformation had preached the gospel with 
great success in @ certain township; and among the convinced were two young 
females of excellent reputation, but the daughters of a person opposed almost 
to madness to this way. The poor preach@ felt for the lambs as a shepherd 
to feel for lambs, and thought and reasoned upon the matter until he con- 
‘Cluded to visit the Outrageous father. ‘Next morning, though wamed by those 
- who knew the violent temper of the parent, that he would be either knocked 
--tumned out of doors! and retired pretty much like a dog, which by some fell 
" mischance had lost his queue! But he saved the sheep; for the disciples feeling 
«the injury as done to themselves, informed the family, that at all hazards they 


day: ‘Wherein lay the boasted difference between baptism and the mourming- 
bench?? There is this difference said the sister: * Baptism is to be found in the 
Bible; the mourning-bench is obtained from the siw-mill! The same person 
observed quaintly, that the methodist mourning-bench and the Presbyterian 
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Epistle of Paulus 63 
fully realized: the following hendsome paraphrase of the first of 


the Epistle ¥o the Corinthians, shews, from what the Apostle did 


say, what he, it is certain, he would say to the ek aee se the con- 
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‘PAULUS THE (AZARENE | 


&S 


MEMBERS OF THE CH OF ANTICHRIST. 
“Whose niumber is 666, 


1. Paulus, one of the disciples of thigitaepieed Nazarene, first of 
called Christians at Antioch in Syrie, unto the church’so cal- be ; 
led which is spread over the whole world, to them which are un- 
sanctified, and followers of error as it is set forth in the doctrines J 
of demons and the commandments of men. ot 

2. The judgment of Heaven be upon you, with all the calamit- 
iets that hover over them that obey not the gospel, as it is in Chirs® 
Jesus set forth by us his Apostles, wih te es his faithful witnesses ‘ 
and true. 

‘3. Did I not tell you afore time that in the last days some should 
depart from the faith, giving heed to erroneous doctrines and doc- 
trines concerning demons, through the hypocrisy of liars, or 
their consciences seared as with a hot iron? And are ye not now fi 
len into that state, Oh ye followers after the sctters forth of strange | 
gods, of which I forewarned you in the begiuning? 

4. Ye do work the works of darkness, which ye love because 
your deeds are evil;—ye do obey men rather than God, seeking 
after the wood, hay, and stubble of the schools, and the systems 
and the inventions of man, which ye do wickedly set up as author- 
ity against the scripture of truth which is the two edged sword of 
the api spirit, the divider betwixt soul and spirit, and the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

5. But ye do set at nought the Holy Spirtt, which speaketh | 
through us in our writings and exhortations. Ye a more ear- 
nestly regard the vain treditions of your doctors, who, possessing 
the spirit of avarice, contention, and wordly ambitiun, do continu- 
ally grieve and do despite to the Lord Jesus whose we are, and 
whom we serve. 
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Now I do beseech you, men nied name of 
our LordJesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, that is, ac- 

‘know! ige the same Lord, the same faith, and the same baptism; 
and let there be no divisions you,—but be “ye perfectly 
joined -together in the same mind an@in the same judgment, that ye 
may obey the gospel €8 first preached by us unto the world. _ 
For it hath been unto me’ byycertain of the disci- 
les ofour Lord, thatythere are sectarian contentions among you. 

8 Now this I ady that every one of you saith I am of Calvin; 
‘and I of Socinus; and of Luther ; and I of 

9. Is Christ divided? Was Calvin, was :Socinus, was Arminius, 
‘or Luther, or Knox crucified for you? Or were you baptized.in 
their name? Unbelieving brethren, I wot that many of you have 
“never been baptized at all; how then can ye say that ye do 
believe ?-—Why do ye ve,earto the hypocrisy of liars, who have. 

that which we the Apustles and Am- 

aforesaid?—Alas! Blindness indeed 
to men, and God hath in. very deed given them 
»over to Antichrist, the man of sin—the lawless one that was to be 

e- wevealed, that they might believe a_lie, because, they would not 

ig fast the faith once delivered to the, saints. 

30. thank God, I baptized none of you call baptism; 

of you therefore can say tha tI bap my OWoname. . 

th For Christ sent me not to that I to those who 

ied with me, he sent me to préach the gospel so that when | 


what I hadydeclared : unto you ye might obey, the. gos- 


a Tperceive that the preaching of the cross has hecome fodl- 
unto You, and ye will not believe the gospel unless it be 
“mixed up with the vain philosophy. of Plato, andthe eréeds and 
confessions. of faith, and the damnable heresies Of the schools of 
gAntichrist, for sectarianism is a schoolmaster to briag you unto 
the Manof Sing who is the Son of Perdition—the Antichrist. 
.: 13, Where are the wise mong you? Where are your divine doc- 
tors and your commissioned scribes? Where are your polemics, 
|» Your sectarian champions, your theological disputants, your-called 
sand sent-divinity students’, Hath not made foolish the wis 
a Do ‘You not compass sea and laod with your 
inventions—~your old rag and. turkey societies, your dress, 
and penny a-week,/and tract and temperance societies, and yet 
- ecan scarce make one proselyte, though ye do indeed make men 
of vipers! ye make void the gospel by 
“Y “your traditions! Were ye half'so earnest to.declare to a perishing 
Lord, one ene as ye are to trump, your 
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own fame, to augment your own it 
over the consciences of men, to impose vour own burdens upon 
them, to'make broad your own phylacteries, and to be held in _ 
reverence of those whom ye hoodwink with your traditions,—how. 
would the gospel then have free course, run and be glorified!—But 
the world by your teaching knows not Oh Ye doctors in Divi | 
and Scribes, nor will it°ever know the God*and Father of our a 
Lord Jesus Christ, the fulness of the Gi ea Bodily, God mani- 
fest in the flesh. 

14, Hear, Oh ye Reverend Ambassadors of Antichrist! The we 
Lord our God is one Lord; but ye teach men to worship or obey, | 
Lords many and Gods many. Ye publish your conventionalde + © 
crées, your confessions, and creeds, and anatheinas, and instead ~ : jes 
of calling onall men every where to repent and to obey the gospels fa 
ye exhort them under pains and penalties, to give all reverence 
obedience to these idolatrous ordinances vo so presumptuously set — 
forth!—But hear ye, it hath pleased God ‘by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe and obey himalone. 

15. The sects requirea sign, and the world seeks after wisdom; . 
but we preach Christ efucified,from the word and not confessions of 
faith unto the sectaries, a stumbling block, and unto the world fook .. 
ishness; but unto them which believe, both of the sectaries 
the world, Christ théypower of God and the wisdotn of God. ~~ 

16. You" see your calling, brethren in the faith; how that ne 
many doctors, not many spiritual lords, not many “noble believe ; is 
but God hath chosen those means, estimated foolish by the world ‘ec 
of sects and parties to confound the wisdém of the schools; 
rist hath chosen the endeavours of his disciples, of all. who be- 
e, contemsied indeed by those who maintain that certain among. 
men are inyested with apostolic powers, (which albeit were prant-” 
ed to me and the rest of the apostles only)==to/¢onfound the boast- 
ed efforts Of men who go forth in their own 
ining themselves from on lit 
17. God chosen things held in no by’ ithe 
jects of antichrist, ard things” ‘which’ are not yalued-to bring 
nought things that are prized; that no flesh should glory-in his - 
presence, so-that he that glorieth, let him glory i in the alone 

Written chiefly to the Antichristiat ‘of the Sec ‘ad World * 

throughout the hemispheres of the Gast aid! West; » 


City of Cincinnati, and sent by 
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The Slloming ftom iva, Hixon, of Mayr, wily, dene 
bead 1 with both pleasure by 


BNER NGLEY : 


on second. letter in the Sentinel, of the 20th of August, in 
you appear to: make. an effort to enlist me in a controversy , 
ahoet the abstract meaning of some two or three passages of 


‘scripture, which, if carried to an issue, by a laborious disputation, 
~~ gould only result j in a difference or an agreement Mm mere matters 


Of opinion... Bat I would have you know, that nere human opm - 
form no part of the religion which I have embraced; and 
»thoughy in this.age of opinions, I must frequently talk about 
Haar and to bein the fashiga, now and then express one of my 


Pa ~ own, yet Tam determined to have no controversy for them, nor 
about them. . 


. Letus then enquire, what i is the substantial difference hotweens 
-as,.oAm your first letter, which has not beem published, you spoke 
freely: a ti all traditions and ‘isms,’ save only your favorite, 


“Universalis my reply, which you published 30th April, 
after 


sketch of my religious investigations— 
telling you how I had been sectarianized and traditionized, I in- 


7 aA you that I had determined to drop or forsake all the tra- 


ditions, sects and isms, ‘calvinism, arianism, socinianism, arme- 
nianistu, universalism, and pth other j ism that has been invented 
by the cunning era ;’ and that had firmly resolved 
‘to. build on that foundation which was laid- by the apostles and 


‘Prop hets, Jesus Christ himself being the head corner stone 


That,‘L,was fully, satisfred of the authority of Jesus’ Christ, to 
give law to the nations.’ . After showing that even Moses had sur-— 
rendered to him the rig hit of teaching or law-giving,, saying, 
prophet. (or tgasher). sball the Lord your God raige up, like unto 


him shall you hear in. all, things end that God himself had 


attested his authority, by a voice from the most excellent glory; 


“This is my beloven. son, in whom Fam well pleased, hear him:’— 


that ‘I was therefore entirely willing,to rest the whole matter with 
him, and Lresolved to embrace the doctrine of regturation (or sal 
-Vation,) just as faras-hetaught it, and in no way, and to no extent, 


~ “other or turther'thanslie taught it’ In my conclusion, I told you, 
I have concluded to drop all the isms, and universalism 


rest, having, gone.just about far enough, (in my investi- 


with safety to that however correct some of its’ 


sand | aw for its main it stands 
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indebted to: the wisdom. of poory: uninspii itis, 
therefore, the merest accident in the ise than = 

In’your wee reply to. this letter, you seem toi 
nak put. your old enemies, ‘Calvinism and Armenian sin 
enough in the back-ground, and with a few strokes fe 4 
terly pencil, you throw them quite out of view. But D¥MiEiGhn 
and painting, coloring and tincturing, you have been 
show, that favorite, faniversalism, has some claims: 

As this work of your own choosing, it appears 
sonable that you, should be at liberty to do it in your own 
but what you have already done appenrs to me, to be time “9a et a 
labor spent in vain. 

Now, should you come out, and boldly pny that the wie Reet... 
salism which you preach or teach, is mot indebted to mere human. 
opinions for its peculiarities,—its main pillars—but that 
ism, @ religion all divine, it will then just remain for Pie owe tiie 
its divine authority. 

Our caivanistic friends, you knew assume this high in 
favor of their ism, and in their own way they prove it too, But , 
you and I both object to their testimony: ‘If you, like them, should — 
affirm that your views, opinions, logical deductions, peculiarities 
and notions, are only a part of that system of religion,-or ‘salva- ne 
tion, which at the first began to be spoken Am rd, and was 
confirmed unto us by them that heard him;? I say if you will like 
them, affirm this,-—I will then meet you with the same ease that I 
meet them: I will jast say to you, ‘then read all you eontend for, 
ont of and Ris 
end to | 

This, you know, they cannot do; and this you appear toredmit 
you cannot do, for you, like them, run off to make some ‘funda- 
mental maxims, by which ‘you ascertain the truths contained in’ 
the scriptures.’. You, like them, appear unwilling to admit that 
the Lord and his aposties, mean what they say. And I fear, like 
them, I shall find you willing to spend and be spent, ‘to attach 
your meaning to their words—your views to their parables. 

You complain, that I ‘object to your views on the parable of the 
_ tares, and cautiously ayoid giving my own--I appear to be pecu- 
liarly talented in pulling down; but I should, at the same time, en- _ 
deavor to rear. something more substantial in’ their stead"—-A 
complaint this, quite in poiat. ‘This has been the work of oppo-_ 
sing sects, for fifteen hundred: years..-This has increased thew 
number to six hundred and forty ; and may yet increase tiem, one 
hundred fold. ‘When you & 
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original beauty. 


Calvinism, vou up your in its stead, ‘as’. 
more substantial What you request, might add a new ‘aw 
the present number, were I to comp! 
T objected to your views, because Hike regarded them as a mass of 
_ rubbish, thrown over the passage, obscuring its original simplicity 
‘and beauty; or as the smearing of an unskilful painter, who would » 
attempt to decorate a rich marble front. After rubbing off your 
« coloring and tinsel, had I turned painter too, by doubling your ef- 
fort, I would probably have only about doubly effaced, or obscured 
‘What you call my effort to pull down, was 
© _ notto put up any thing of my own—no, not even a view or : 
_ of My own would I have putup. The matters of fact, declared — 
~ Gpthe passages, are enough for me. But should I conform so 


. 


* far to fashion, as to give an opinion of my own, and should you 
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- gObject to it; the matter is at an end. For haVing given it only as 
matter of form or fashion, and not wishing it set up, I would not 
« have a word of controversy about it—But I wish to be distinctly: 
' understood here. Itis not to you that I thus succumb or knock 
under—it is not to universalism that I thus yield the palm—but 
to my and his apcstles. Having thus implicitly surrendered 
‘to them, I have none of all.that trouble which devolves on those, 
who make their own religions; The religion of Jesus Christ,#as 
written in the New Testament, which I profess to have embraced 
—that system of religion, or ‘salvation, which at the first 
to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed ufito us bv them that 
heard him; God also bearing them witness, both with signs and 
wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
according to his own will:’—that religion, in and of itself, must 
be rded asa whole, wanting none of our opinions, views, con- 
clusions, logical deductions, or inferences to’complete it. ‘The 
fact is, such materials form no part of its structure; nor is it 
sible, in the nature and fitness of things, that they should. As 
well might a mason talk of completing, adding to, or decorating 
~a brick wall with metaphysics, as for a theologian to talk about 
_ opinions, views, inferences, deductions, conclusions, forming any 
part of that system of facts, which we here call the religion, or 
salvation of Jesus Christ our )Lord. “Had it »watted a human 
opinion to complete or decorareit, how shameful the neglect of 
Peter, Paul, all the apostles and evangelists, t#let it pass unfinish- 
ed. This neglect, however, is.charged upon them by all the thou- 
_ sands, who say it is imperfect, without the catholie’s traditions, or 
| now-written law—by all who would finish it with calvinis‘ic no- 
7 tions of eternal, particular, personal election and reprobation— 
by all who would add to it the spiritual movings, workings, speak- 
ings, or all who would 
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evel you, [ fear, will not exonerate them fromithis charge, _- 
‘Here is one of the most remagkable eveats, that. I have ever 


In all the christian religion, theré is not one 


man opinion, yet, in the many efforts to add to it, nothing has been — 


added,, or offered for addition, but mere human opinions. 

“Christ says to his apostles, ‘But the comforter, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my: name, he shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I 
have said unto you.’ Peter acknowledges the fulfilment of this 


promise—‘his divine power hath given unto us all things that per- — 


tain unto life and Godliness.’ Again, 
of these things; and so is also the 
given to them that obey him.’ 


‘Spiritual things, in ‘epiritual > by witneages 
who were spiritual men—who ‘received power, after that the Ho- 
ly Spirit came upon them, to testify to these things, both in Jere 
_ galem and in Judea, and to the uttermost parts of the earth’—c 
* g@im-vessels to bear the name of the Lord, ‘before the gentiles, and 
kings, and children of Israel.2 These witnesses understood their 
business—the nature of testimony. They dealt not in opinions, 
views, deductions, Gonclusions,. but in facts. Hear their language: 
‘That which was from ‘the beginniug, which we have heard, 
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, 


and our hands have handled; of. the word of life; that which we , 


have seen and heard, declare we unto you.’ And again; “T’hese 
things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.’ Again: 
_*Many other signs truly did Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, 
vhich are not written in this. book, but these are written, that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the son of God, and that be- 
-lieving, ye might have life through his name.’ 
_ ““Those who receive the christian-religion thus, as a system of 
facts, all.furnished to their hands, ready for use, without painting 
or trimming, addition or: substraction, at once free themselves of 
the thousands of difficulties incurréd bythe popular sects and the 
orthodox system-makers. Calvin's eternal election and reproba- 


tion, and all your peculiarities, with every distinguishing feature, 


in all the 640 sects of the day, all are not worth, to them, a straw. 
If written: in the, New Testament, it is. older than Calvin,—it is 
from the beginning ;—it, is not Calvinism, but -Christianity. If 
not written in the book of the Lord and his apostles, it is not from 


the begioning—it 5 is no part of Christianity. It may be calvin- 


And we are his witnesses 
y Spirit,. which God Hath: 
not mere human notions, -_ | 
opinions, views, logical deductions, inferences, that are here pro : 
mised, but’ facts—things—‘all things pertaining to life and 
| ‘ 


ism, it may: be etitarianiam, trinitarianism, universalism, or some 
other ism, but if not in the book, it has ‘no claims to Ohristianity,, 
and it troubles them not, | 

lam c conscious, yea, even confident, “a make it mv boast, that 
by assuming this ground, | take. the highest stand that can be as- 
sumed, by an dninsoired mortal, in religious matters. I plainly 
see what is required of man to make him a christian: it ig to 
learn all things taught by Christ, and in all things yield to, and 
be governed by them—to believe what he has tol us, and do what 
he has Lid us. 

“Many creeds, confessions, and abstracts, have been drawn out 
by the sects—counciis, synods, assemblies, ass « iations, and con- 
ferences, have all made their iss.ies, from ‘Trent, Nice, Dort, West- 
minster, London, Poi'adelphia, Baltimore, until the world is filled 
with confusion, and those who make silver shrines Spe, Diana, 
have brought no small gain unto the craftsmen. 

* Bat, by “all this, they have not added one cubit to the religion of 
Christ. All these human efforts abound with, opinions, views, 
deductions, conclusions. They all contain mary things not taught 
by Chris’, and they all omit many that are most plainly taught 
by him. He: ce, aman may be an armenian, a calvanist, a v 
tarian, a trini:arian, yea, even a universalis*, and not be a chris- 
tian. And I am satistiel, there were christians, of the purest 
stain, befure one of these isms—these silver shrines—were itiven- 
ted; therefore, to be a christian of the primitive order, we must 
throw aside all these human mode's—embrace the gospel as prim- 
itively proclaimed, and practice it as primitively taught. 

This m ist at preszat suffice for the christian religion—the facts 
of the gospel, all of which were revealed by the Spirit as tangi- 
ble thiugs—s ik jects of sensation—things to be heard, seen, felt. 
Witness:s who saw, heard, felt them, testify that they did see, 
hear, feel them, God als» bearing them witness that they told the 
truth, ‘both with signs, and wonders, and with divers miracles and 
gifts ul the Holy Spirit,’ | 

But as for all the peculiarities of all the sects, which consist of . 
opink ms, notions, views, deductions, inferences, conclusions, doc- 
trines, whovare the witnesses of these things? The founders of 
the sects, and the defenders of the system, profess to bear’ them 
witnesses, yea, even say they have proved them. Strange witnes- 
. ges. and s.ranger siill their notions of testimuny. . Who has felt a 
_ doctrine, heard a view, szen a deduction? 5! 

A wituess who could ouly say, it is an opinion of Pope Leo, a 
notion of Luthur, a view of Calvin, an inference of Wesiey, a 
conclusion of Clarke, a doctrine of Gill, and they told me it was 
their opivions, notions, or such a witness would be turned out 
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Hizon’s Leiter. 1 


their testimony. | 

But of doctrifes. You speak of docirines quite in orthodox 
style. You say, ‘white I do not believe that the scriptures, in 
their present form, pessess all the simplicity -and perspicuity that 
they did when first delivered by their authors,’ yet I Letieve them 
(as you say,) to contain every thing necessary to life and Godli- 
ness:—that, in most instances, the duties enjoined, in the New 
Testament particularly, are very plain, and easy to. be understood; 


but that the doctrinal paris are much more’ ambiguous, and diffi 


cult to unders 


If I know any thing of the doctrine of Christ, it just comprises 
‘all things that pertain to life and Godliness.’ Nothing more 


nor less. Ail of which, you say, are plain, and easily understood : | 


in the New Testament. This would free the subject of all diffi- 
culty between you and I; but, to be in the fashion, every sect 


‘must have doctrines, and their doctrines are truly ‘ambiguous 
‘ and difficult to be understood,’ as you justiy remark. But Paul 
understood them, together. with all the untangible questions of our + 


day, and I will give this matter up to him.. Hear what he says 


to Timothy: ‘And I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when 


1 went unto Macedonia, that thou mightest charge soine that they 


teach no other doctrine, neither give heed to fables and endless 


logies, which minister questions, rather than Godly edifying, 
which is in faith. Now the end of the commandment is charity 


. eve) 3 out of a pure heart, and a ‘goud conscience, and faith un- 


eigned; from which, some having swerved, have turned aside to 


vain janglings,’ &c. Again: ‘These things teach and exhort. 
If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, 


even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which 


is according to Godliness, he is proud, knowing nothing, but doat- 
ing about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh, envy, 


strife, railings, evil surmisings, perverse disputings of men of © 


corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is 
Godliness: from such withdraw thyself. >” “And in conclusion : 
‘But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after right- 


od fet Godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. Fight the 


cate, of faith, lay hold on eternal life,’ &c. 
But I am trespassing on your patience, and on the columns of 


our friend. Think on thcse things seriously : I give them as re- 
quest, ‘to edify, and not to obtain a victory.’ rr & 


Yours, i in hope of a glorious immortality. 
| NATHAN HIXON, 
Mayssille Ky. Sept. 183}. 


of court, Wisk justice of the peace in the land. -But tell it not, 
such are the boasted witnesses of the sects, and such the nature of © 


4 
q 
~ 


the world, or when the unbelieving part of the audience has retired? 


our and much respected brother Carman, Baltiiiore, at whose sugges- 
tion we commenced the pieces on ‘Christian Character,’ found in our first volume, and 
who greatly assisted me while introducing the Ancient Gospel. 

‘The church’bere are at peace among themselves, encreasing in the knowledge of 
God, and in spiritual mindedness: for some time its péace was marred by a diversity 
of views on the immersion for remission: much opposition was shewn by some; but 
it is now laid aside, I wish you would state your views concerning the abode of the 
spirit after death until the tesurtection. Some have a persuasion, that the spirit dies 
with the hedy,and is not susceptible of sensation until the appearing of the Lord Jesus. 
A treatise from the great Mitton has led to this view... He gets over all passages which 


are supposed to militate against this idea with much apparent ease. He says-it was 


those who stoned Stephen, that used the words in the 59 v. of the 7 chap. of the Acts, 
by way of ridicule. ‘And they stoned Stephen calling upon God and saying, ‘Lord 
Jesus receive my spirit.’’ ! give you this as one specimen how the text is used. The 
contrary view on this subject is, however, so genefal, that little can be either lost or 
gained by publishing on it. Whether thé trumpet sounds next hour, or at the end of a 


thousand years, will be the same thing ; as it is the game, whether « one sleeps six or 
eight hours from the time he lays down.’ 


Answer. Thecommon Greek text determines infallibly, that it was not the perse- 
cutors, but Stephen, who used the words, ‘Lord Jegus receive my spirit.’ Upon the 
whole, our views on this subject, coincide entirely with those of the writer of the abeve 
letter. The great matter is to live well now. 


‘From brother Harris, Nashville. The progress of the gospe! in this State. and in 
Rutherford County, in particular, is unrivalled. Since my arrival, 1 have seen upwards 
of 140 persons buried with Christ in baptism. May the Heavenly chaos: preserve us 
‘com the evil 


From brother Radford, Christian Co. as Dear brother: I would take the baits to 
call your attentiun to the following subjects :. 

Ist. Is each brother authorized according to his ability to teach and wisi the gospe) 
without being selected by the church to which he belongs? e.-< 

Answer. I think so; but not in such a manner as to destroy the original form of 
the church as organized with her proper officers of Bishops aud Deacons. See. Math, 
v. 19. Heb. v.12. Rom. xii.7. Col. iii.1. 

2d. Should the Lord’s Supper and other ordinances be attended to in presence of 


Answer. Christ has given no law on this question, and as these things will always 


be done in decency and in order, they may be done either = the world is present or 
abseut. 7 


34. When a disciple has violated the law of Chriet, is ‘De to be rebuked before the 
world or before the disciples? 

Answer. If our brother offend, we are to rebuke him and tell him nis feutt private- 
ly. Math. xviii. chap. Luke xvii. 3. If an elder sin, hed rebuked before all 
(the disciples,) that others may fear. See'Tim. v.20. 1] think the world has. nething 
te do with the affairs of the church, unless the conduct of her’ Members should at any 


Tam with great consideration, your brother 
W.B. 
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